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EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE DOCUMENTARY TO SCREEN IN CHAPEL HILL 

An Employment Model that Changes Lives for Adults with Autism 

 
Los Angeles, CA (May 30th, 2018) - Extraordinary People, a 30 minute documentary, follows the 
story of six very different individuals on the autism spectrum as they deal with personal challenges and 
find meaningful value through their work at a business called Extraordinary Ventures.  The film debuted 
April 28th at AutFest Film Festival in Beverly HIlls, and a private screening will be held for a select 
audience, June 4th, at Silverspot Cinema in Chapel Hill.  
 
This month, the CDC reported research showing yet another increase in the incidence of autism spectrum 
disorder. The diagnosis rate is now one in every 59 eight year olds; a 150% increase since 2000. With 
autism diagnosis rates on the rise, there is an ever growing need for awareness, advocacy, and 
community. Lori Ireland, Co-Founder of Extraordinary Ventures and Vice Chair of the Autism Society of 
America states the mission of Extraordinary People is: “to illustrate how much joy work brings to 
individuals on the autism spectrum; that whatever their skills or challenges, everyone wants meaning, 
respect and dignity in their lives.” 
 
Extraordinary Ventures, located in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, employs more than fifty individuals who 
are on the spectrum or otherwise developmentally challenged. By arranging the work to fit the skills and 
interests of each employee, Extraordinary Ventures creates and scales a unique business model that 
provides one solution to the employment crisis adults with autism are facing. Paige Morrow, Managing 
Director of Extraordinary Ventures, states: “Most businesses hire and train employees for a specific role. 
We take on an employee and then set up a business and job that works for them. By developing a 

profitable business that taps into the strengths of the people, they are set up for long-term success.” 
  
The film highlights how this business could be replicated anywhere, and the increased need for such 
solutions.  

● An estimated 80% of adults with autism are either unemployed or underemployed, despite their 
ability, desire and willingness to work and contribute to the economy. 

● The great majority of adults with autism live on incomes below the poverty level party due to 
limited employment opportunities. 



 

● The population of adults with autism is measured in the millions and each year 50,000 
additional individuals with autism are entering adulthood.  

Follow Extraordinary People on social to stay up-to-date with the film: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/extraordinarypeoplefilm 
https://www.instagram.com/extraordinarypeoplefilm 

 
About Extraordinary Ventures: Extraordinary Ventures is a non-profit organization in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina that was founded in 2007. Their mission is to provide meaningful employment for adults with 
autism and other developmental disabilities. Extraordinary Ventures currently employs more than 50 
people across the full autism spectrum. For more information, visit extraordinaryventures.org 
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